EPA REG ON 3 ENVI RO- BYTES

A Wap-Up of Issues & Events in EPA's Md-Atlantic Regi on
March 13, 2001

Custonmer Service Hotline 1-800-438-2474
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Wel come to Enviro-Bytes, a weekly news wap-up fromthe U S.
Envi ronmental Protection Agency’s Region 3 md-Atlantic office
in Philadel phia. If you are reading Enviro-Bytes as a hard
copy or on the Internet and would like to receive it regularly
by e-mail, do the follow ng:

1) send a nessage to:
i stserver @ni xmail.rtpnc. epa. gov

2) the subject may be anyt hi ng

3) type in the body of the nessage:

subscri be usepar3news (your nane)
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SUPREME COURT DECLI NES TO HEAR APPEAL ON STATE NOX PLANS

On March 5, the U. S. Suprene Court declined to hear an appeal
by various utilities, industry groups and a nunber of upw nd
states fromthe D.C. Circuit's ruling on EPA's Nitrogen Oxide
State I nplenentation Plan Call rule. The rule requires states
to submt plans to limt their NOx em ssions so as not to
contribute to unhealthy |evels of ozone in downw nd states.
The Court's refusal to hear the case | eaves intact the D.C.
Circuit’s decision on March 3, 2000, which largely upheld the
rule. The petitioners clainmed that the October 27, 1998,

final rule exceeded EPA's authority under the Clean Air Act to
address interstate transport of nitrogen oxide in the eastern
one-half of the U S. In appealing to the Suprene Court,

i ndustry and various states argued that EPA had failed to take
into account differences in the anount each state actually
contributes to pollution. They also questioned the part of the
D.C. Circuit’s ruling that held EPA's authority to determ ne
whi ch upwi nd states "contribute significantly" to the downw nd
areas was sufficiently defined under the Clean Air Act. This
represents a large step forward in the Agency’s ability to



i npl ement the NOx SIP Call rule.

REG ON 3 STATES NEED $10. 7 BILLI ON FOR DRI NKI NG WATER
| NFRASTRUCTURE

On March 1, EPA's O fice of Ground Water and Drinking Water
rel eased the second survey of estimated costs for drinking
water facilities to neet federal drinking water standards over
the next 20 years. The report is required every four years
under the Safe Drinking Water Act. Only costs of facilities
eligible to receive assistance under the revolving | oan fund
program are included in the report. The needs survey is the
basis for distributing funds anong the states. Conpared to the
first needs report released in 1997, needs in Maryl and

i ncreased by about 30 percent and in Pennsylvania by about 10
percent; reported needs in Virginia decreased by about 30
percent. Reasons for these fluctuations are not clear.
Response rates of facilities in each state were strong.

STATES MAY OPT TO ASSI ST ANl MAL FEEDI NG OPERATI ONS W TH
STORMAMTER MANAGEMENT

On March 2, the O fice of Wastewater Managenent issued a new
policy which nodifies the eligibility for funding confined
ani mal feeding operations and privately owned stormnat er
projects, if they are |ocated within designated estuaries.
States may now opt to provide |oans to private parties for the
installation of best management practices related to

st ormvat er managenent. Such activities remain ineligible
outside of the designated estuary areas. Conbi ned ani mal
feedi ng operations are a significant pollution problemwthin
t he Chesapeake Bay watershed area, but because the Bay is not
a designated estuary under the Clean Water Act, CAFOs | ocated
in the Bay watershed remain ineligible for Ioans. Further
broadening of eligibilities would require an anendnent to the
Cl ean Water Act.

PLANS BEG N ON NORTH DELAWARE RI VERFRONT DEVELOPMENT

On March 2, the Phil adel phia Pl anni ng Conm ssion and
Congressman Borski hosted the first of several information
sessions for stakeholders and the public on the conprehensive
plan for the North Del aware Riverfront Devel opnent. Project
sponsors, managers, and consultants described the plan for the
wat erfront devel opment and how the process is organi zed. This
exciting project will provide a new opportunity to apply

wor | d-cl ass standards for |and use and design to one of the



Phi | adel phia region’s major assets - its waterfront. This
project will be | ead by urban designer and | andscape architect
James Corner of Field Operations. The consultant team al so

i ncludes Greenburg Consultants of Toronto, CHPI anni ng of

Phi | adel phia, Ham |ton, Rabinovitz and Al schul er of New York,
and the local firnms of SRK, the Hill Environnental G oup and
Prime Buil ding Corporation.

EPA WORKS W TH VA DEVELOPER TO M NI M ZE RUNOFF | MPACT I N
STAFFORD COUNTY

Cel ebrate Virginial is a 1400-acre proposed devel opnent in
Stafford County, Virginia, consisting of a canpus-style office
park, comercial and retail areas and three golf courses. It
is alnmost entirely in a small watershed known as Engl and Run.
The potential inpacts to wetlands areas are nearly 10 acres
and al nost 32,000 |inear feet of U S. waters could be

i npacted. To address this concern, EPA and the Arny Corps of
Engi neers are working with the devel oper to inplenent a | ow

i npact design and a highly distributed stormvater nmanagenent
program Detailed runoff nodels will be used to predict the
runoff fromdifferent devel opnent scenarios. In addition, the
devel oper has agreed to mtigate for the unavoi dable |inear
feet of waters of the United States inpacts through a variety
of measures scattered throughout the watershed incl uding
stormvater retrofits for already devel oped portions of the
wat er shed.

EPA, ARMY AND DI STRI CT SHARE SAMPLI NG PLAN AT D. C. ARSENI C
SITE

At a community neeting March 14, governnent officials from
EPA, the Arny Corps of Engineers and the D.C. Departnment of
Health will share a draft sanpling plan to collect soi
sanples from approxi mtely 1,200 hones and ot her properties in
the Spring Valley neighborhood in northwest Washi ngton, D.C.
The nei ghborhood was home to a Departnent of Defense Ordnance
production facility which is the source of the arsenic
contam nation. In addition to the residential sanpling, soil
will be collected fromfornmer Wrld War | field testing sites
in the nei ghborhood. Sanpling should begin in May and take

ei ght nonths to conpl ete.
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